16         THE HEART OF BUDDHISM
volence to all, with Nos. XLVIII and XLIX, which teach attachment to none. And some material for an estimate of the Buddha's attitude to women, another controversial question, may be gathered from Nos. XXX, XXXII and XXXIII.
The stories included are rather specimens than an adequate selection; they are included as throwing further light upon the topics of the poems ; and all are popular with modern Buddhists. A knowledge of them as of the poems is of great importance to the Missionary and the Civil Servant, and indeed to any one whose lot is cast in Buddhist lands and who is not too insular to desire the friendship of the people of these lands.
Every student of the subject will probably have his own idea of what should and what should not be included in a collection making so bold a claim : some may, for instance, object to the supernatural element, which is rather largely represented; to the presence of stories of ogresses, or of charms for snakes, or of the plea for departed spirits. My own feeling is that I have not included enough of such matter, for it undoubtedly plays a very significant part in the Buddhism of to-day: the * Pint' ceremonies are very common both in Ceylon and Burma1; and the poems used on these occasions are very well known. Others may object that too large a place is given to the Sangha, or celibate Order of Monks, and to the importance of gifts made to them; but though the ' yellow-robed brethren ' are too often corrupt, they wield an enormous power, and modern Buddhism is in a large measure
1 Cf. No. XLII, iv, note.